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T|1c Fink Tcars for brcast Canccr story;

I’m 51’16”6\9 Mohammcc{ and ] have been a survivor of breast cancer since i 999. ]r\ m\ljjournc\lj to recovery I met a quitc a few other
women who like mgse!? were Fighting the same battle to survive. One of those women was [Debbic Spencer who had been cliag~

nosed about a month after me.

Alctcrjust barelg 2 years chbie was diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer which meant that hers had returned to stay. Over
the next couP!e of years Debbie bravelg )Cougl’lt an uPH” battle. She volunteered for many clinical trials, all of which helpecl to
slow the growth of her cancer but failed to halt it’s sPrcac{.

Debbie was a single mother of 2 teenagers and while she had a lot of support from her Familg and friends it was still very hard.
T here were so many things to consider and her children’s care was alwags her biggest worry. As she grew weaker, her own care
became more critical and one of her concerns then became the qucstion of where will she go when it gets rca”g bad? At home with
her kids to care for her? |n a hospital? She asked me that question once — where will | go when it's my time? Our goocl friend
Lyrmc had Passcd on[g months earlier in Larxg163 and the Hospicc care she and hcmcamilg received was amazing. The onlg beds
here in Chilliwack with hosPice care was in the l'nospital which, as we all know, is a great Place for l’lealing Peop[e but not so great a
Placc to be in peace with your loved ones during those final hours or c[ags. chbie did try to stay home but it was esPeciaﬂg diffi-
cult for her kids, so then made the decision to go into the Eospital when she became Pa”iative. Debbie Passec{ Peacemcuug sur-
rounded by her?amilg and friends in Mag 2006.

Jt was while visiting Debbic in hospital c]uring those final c{ags that the tcarclrop idea came to me. | didn’t have the heart to finish it
though for at least another Yyear and a half. ]n the last year, we have made over 200 Fink Tears for Breast Cancer in both silver
and go]d and have raised over $ 10,000 for the Chilliwack Hospice Socictg.

M9 Pcndant dcsign is called “Fink T ears for brcast Cancer. Man3 of us affected bg this discase have all cried many tears and
theﬂ represent how we feel inside. Whether tears of frustration, fear, confusion, Pain, sadness orjog and haPPiness, t}'leg are

tears that result from incredible emotion. | chose a sgmbo! of that raw emotion caused bg this disease.

My wish is to hclp other women like chbie in our own community. Ti’wat’s whg TI"IC Clﬁiniwack ]—‘lospicc Socictg and the Cana-
dian Preast Cancer [Toundation, BC /Yukon Region have become imPor’cant charities for me to P|ace my support. The one
thing | have realized is that while it’s imPortant to think globa”y, | believe it's also imPortant to act locany.

All of the net Proccccls from this Pcnclant will be donated dircctlg to the Chilliwack Hospicc 50cictg and
the Canadian Breast Cancer [Foundation, BC/Yukon chion in

Debbie’s memory. 'w
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Heartfelt support during dying and grieving



